
A
fter the 2015 monthly themes were 
decided upon, I made plans to build a 1/72 
Airfix Bf-109E that was in my stash for the 
“Third Reich”. But after getting into building 
some classic 1930s cars, I decided to scratch 

the Messerschmitt for a Mercedes, and picked up the Italeri 
1936 MB-540K from an eBay seller. The kit reportedly 
dates from 2008 and has been reboxed by both Italeri and 
Testors. This one looks to be the initial release, Kit No. 701. 

After building a couple vintage cars by Monogram and 
Revell, the instructions for this kit seemed a little vague, but 
not bad. A couple connection points had no marks or holes 
but an experienced modeler shouldn’t have any problems with 
the assembly. The parts fit was very good all around. Parts 

are supplied to build the car with the top and/or windows up 
or down. There are no decals, so the dash instruments need 
to be painted. The parts are supposedly molded in actual 
colors, with yellow side 
panels and brown fenders 
and hood top. The box art 
shows the car in a paler 
yellow and darker brown 
than the kit parts are 
molded in, so I opted to 
change the paint scheme to maroon and cream white. 

The side panels are separate pieces, which facilitates 
finishing the two-tone scheme. I therefore pre-painted the 
main body parts before assembly. One disadvantage of this 
arrangement is that the modeler can’t fold up the hood top 
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Presidents’ Corner by Paul Tomczak

i 
can’t believe its June already – where has 
the year gone? I know we have been through May 
because of two important events, Mothers’ day and 
the MFCA show. I spent the day at the MFCA show, 

and that was great, but for Mother’s day it was my wife’s 
choice. She picked canoeing down the Brandywine river. 
Add in my 3 teenage kids and our leisurely canoe trip soon 
turned into a race with each canoe trying to knock the 
other into a low tree or shallow area. Still a fun day and 
we were all wet when we landed as each of us may have 
“accidentally” splashed the other canoe with our paddles. 

As usual our sister club, MFCA, put on a great show in 
King of Prussia, PA. The 74th Miniature Figure Collectors 
of America Show and Mart was a lot of fun to attend. Each 
year the ordnance section gets bigger and there were a lot 
of nice vehicles, aircraft and ships on display. The fantasy 
section had everything from Maschinen Krieger kits to 
some amazing scratch builds. However for me the highlight 
is always the figures. The craftsmanship is amazing and I 
can spend hours checking out all the details. 

i did pick up two nice wooden stands to mount some 
dinosaurs on for next years’ show.

charlie, Joe, Mike and i manned the DVSM table 
and we chatted with a few folks about the club. I don’t 
think we scared them away and some might even show for 
a meeting. Charlie and I brought some models to display 
and we sold some books to raise money for the club. I 
do want to congratulate Mike Turco on his Gold medal 
for his Ferrari race car. I picked up a silver medal for my 
Japanese reconnaissance plane. Overall a nice ending to a 
great day.

i finally got my 3D dinosaurs from shapeways.
com. There was a delay in the printing and it took about 4 
weeks to get them. Overall they are quite nice and have a 
lot of detail. They will be at our next meeting so you can 
check them out. I have already painted an Albertosurus 
and built a stand for it. Look for my write-up elsewhere in 
this issue. 

Don’t forget its our Gold-Silver-Bronze contest so bring 
in up to 3 of your best builds to be judged by our IPMS-
trained, professional judging staff. Just kidding...the only 
training is if they can spell IPMS. Either way bring in your 
best builds so we can all check them out.

That’s all for now Happy Modeling... n

Millennium Hobbies event 
Report by tony Wootson 
Available online

Tony reports on the third installment of The (Gundam) Pot Luck 
which took place at Millennium Hobbies (& The Gundam Kitchen). 
Store owner, Irad has been holding these little get-togethers at his 

store, (located in the 
Clementon/Blackwood 
area of New Jersey) 
on the third or fourth 
Saturday of the month 
since March of this year.

Participants are 
encouraged to bring 
(for show-n-tell) their 
completed Gundam 
build-ups, along with 
other sci-fi pieces. 

The report can be viewed at: www.scififantmodmadrealm.com/
MillenniumHobbies-May2015-PotLuck-1.html n

Millenium Hobbies 
now a DVSM Supporting 
Hobby Shop
Support them and our other 
supporting local hobby shops listed on 
the last page of this newsletter

Millennium hobbies 
& The gundam Kitchen
“Your Home For Gundam and Anime Col-
lectibles, cooking up some Gunpla fun.”
• Mon 11am - 7pm, Tue-Sat 11am - 8pm, 
Sun closed
• Offers 15% OFF military and automo-
bile models and 10% Gundam and other 
models to DVSM members (with DVSM 
member card)
• 1031 Little Gloucester Rd., 
Blackwood, NJ 08012,
• Phone: (856) 352-60488 
• Website: http://thegundamkitchen.com/
• Facebook: the gundam kitchen



i   heard about shapeways.com  from a builder 
at the MFCA shows. He had some dinosaurs in 
very active poses which he had mounted on small 
individual stands. I have been waiting to get some 

and finally pulled the trigger. There are literally dozens 
of Dinosaurs available on the site. There are many other 
things as well - insects, rims for car models, cockpit sets 
for aircraft, etc... Its worth a look. For all the Dino’s on the 
site you can get them in plain white or sometimes colored. 
In many cases there are ultra-detail versions available 
that raise the price 2-4x the basic white model. 

here’s what i got for my first purchase. My order 
of 5 dinosaurs came in a fairly large box with plenty of 
bubble wrap. Inside the 5 Dino’s were individually boxed or 
wrapped. The first Dino was a Coronosaurus/Centrosaurus 
in 1/40 scale ($18.00). It’s roaring and can be put in an 

action pose with another Dino. Normally on a plastic kit 
you would have tough seems to fill around the head but on 
a 3D printer its no work. My most expensive Dino was the 
Sneaking Saurophaganax maximus in 1/40 scale. It cost $50 
(ultra detail is $118).  It’s walking with it’s head down low 
like its hunting. Very menacing. Next up was a Lythronax 
Roaring in 1/40 scale. This one was about $21.00 and has a 
really great action pose. I also got a Concavenator Roaring 
in 1/40 scale (yes there are a lot more meat eaters than 
T-Rex) This guy was only $13 and has another great pose, 
spikes everywhere and looks fun to paint. The final Dino 

is a Walking Albertosaurus 
Sarcophagus in 1/72 and I bought 
him because he was only $10 
(ultra detail was $38!) and he will 
be my “tester” and my first build. 
The base models are a bit soft on 
detail. If I buy more I will get some 
ultra-detail ones instead. 

My first build is the walking 
Albertosaurus. Its got some 
feathering on the back which 
some contemporary archaeologists 
feel may have been more accurate 
for this family of Dinosaurs 
(they also think the Velocerapter 

family had feathers too). To start, the Dino still had some 
powder on it from the printing process. I used my plastic 
cleaner first to see if it worked. IT ERASED SOME OF THE 
DETAIL!! Just use soap and water! 

continued on page 9
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     photos by the author



May Display Highlights Photos by Mike Turco

Sopwith Camel, 1/28, by Dave Anderson Blohm & Voss BV-141, 1/72, by Don Senner

Junkers Ju-87B Stuka, 1/24, by Dave Anderson

German Destroyer, 1/700, by Bob Cicconi

Luftwaffe Standard Bearer, 54mm, by Blair Stonier

1957 Bowes Seal Fast Special, 1/25, by Bob Cicconi



May Display Highlights Photos by Mike Turco

Junkers Ju-52, 1/48, by Charlie Lockard Curtiss F-15C-1, 1/72, by Howard Rifkin

North American F-107A, 1/72, by Howard Rifkin Messerschmitt Me-109, 1/48, by John Goschke

Messerschmitt Bf-109E, 1/48, by Joe Leonetti Focke-Wulf Ta-152H, 1/48, by Mark Webb



May Display Highlights Photos by Mike Turco

Kubelwagens, 1/35, by Tom Gill Panzer, 1/35, by Tommy Kortman

Messerschmitt Bf-109F, 1/72, by Paul Tomczak Sd.Kfz. “Puma,” 1/35, by Paul Tomczak

 Jan.  Feb.  Mar. April  May July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. Totals
Gill, Tom 3 3 3 5 4      18
Turco, Mike 5 5  2 5      17
Kopczynski, Paul 4 3 5 3       15
Volz, Joe  3  2 3      8
Vattilana, Joe   3 2 2      7
Anderson, Dave  2   4      6
Leonetti, Joe   2 3 1      6
Tomczak, Paul  1  2 3      6
Goerke, Doug  4         4
Sandone, Nick    4       4
Webb, Mark     4      4
Kortman, Tommy     3      3
Cicconi, Bobby     2      2
Hogg, Greg  2         2
Rakos, Rod  2         2
Senner, Don  1   1      2
Lockhard, Charlie     1      1
Goschke, John     1      1
Stonier, Blair     1      1
Monthly points are awarded as such: Each person who enters a model into the theme receives 1 pt. 1st place = 4+1, 2nd = 3+1, 3rd = 2+1

2015 theme Contest point Standings to Date



January: “The 21ST cenTury” 

Winner: Mike Turco - 2003 Corvette C5-R

February: “Double Trouble” 

Winner: Mike Turco - Grumman F3F

March: “The ThirTieS”

Winner: Paul Kopczynski - Grumman XF5F-1 Skyrocket 

April: “AFTerMArKeT” 

Winner: Tom Gill - Humvee Ambulance Diorama  

May: “The ThirD reich” 

Winner: Mike Turco - Mercedes-Benz 540K

June: golD/SilVer/bronze conTeST

No theme contest.

July: “JApAn”

A model of any Japanese subject.

August: “ouT oF proDucTion” 

Model must be from a defunct manufacturer, i.e., Aurora, 
Strombecker, Comet, Frog, Collect-Aire, Accurate Miniatures, 
Renwal (original), Hawk, Jo-Han, Lindberg (original 1950’s 
Lindberg kits ONLY), pre-“S” Revell kits (original 1950’s Revell 
kits ONLY), pre-1970 Monogram kits. REISSUES ALLOWED. 
Must have instructions and/or box.

September: “concepTS & proToTypeS”

Model of something designed but never built, or a prototype 
version. Examples: XF-103 Thunderwarrior, a concept car, or 
General Dynamics YF-16.

october: “on The wATerFronT” 

Model depicts something that floated, e.g., ships/boats; flying 
boats or amphibian aircraft; armor moved over water; Gemini 
space capsule; 1959 Buick pontooned by Cubans trying to 

escape to Florida; figure of a surfer or Esther Williams, etc.

november: “no big Six”  

Model CAN’T be of a US, British, German, Japanese, French or 
Russian subject.

December: FAVoriTe FiVe conTeST

Questions about DVSM’s Contests should be 
directed to Mike turco at MAturco@aol.com

Monthly Theme 
contests 2015

Luftwaffe Officer, 120mm, by Joe Vattilana

’53 Ford F-100 custom (in-progress), 1/25, by Keith Jones

May Display
Highlights
Photos by Mike Turco



and left side together 
to access the engine 
compartment, as 
most of the cars 
of this era were 
constructed. I 
thought about doing 
major surgery, which 
would involve cutting 

the top of the hood along the central hinge and cutting off 
the left side of the front body panel, then somehow hinging 
them, but decided to just leave the hood top loose to enable 
viewing the engine.

The engine components were good but not as 
complete as I like to make them. I went to the Internet to 
get photographs of an actual 540K engine and found a nice 
one to use as a reference. I drilled out holes for the spark 
plugs of the in-line eight and inserted pieces of .010” white 
styrene rod. I cut off the rods to equal lengths to create 
the plugs, then took pieces of 30-gauge wire cut and bent 
to shape to make the ignition wires as they were depicted 
in the photo. A small, additional drop of cyanoacrylate 
glue formed the connection “boot” for each wire, which I 
glued around an aluminum rod I fitted to simulate the wire 
conduit in which the ignition wires run, the distributor 
being underneath. This was tedious but worked out nicely. 
After assembly, the wires were painted grey and other 
engine components painted as in the reference photo. 

Many of the engine parts in the kit were chrome plated 
and not representative of the actual engine. I sprayed 
Testors Aluminum Plate Metalizer on the oil pan and other 
chromed components, then buffed them lightly to simulate 
the metallic finish of the real engine. I only left the valve 
cover chrome finished. Overall, this made the engine look 
more realistic, very much like that in the reference. 

Avoiding air brushing whenever possible to save 
time, I used Tamiya lacquer spray cans for the main body 
parts: TS-11 Maroon and TS-7 Racing White for the body, 
TS-6 Matte Black for the top, TS-29 Semi-Gloss Black for 
the underbody, TS-68 Wooden Deck Tan for the interior 
and seats, and Testors Stainless Steel Metalizer for the 

exhaust. The finish looked good enough without any clear 
coat. I buffed the body parts with automotive compound, 
then Tamiya “Finish” grade compound and Tamiya wax. 

The wheels were body-colored in various photographs 
of the actual car, but the wheel spokes were metallic. 
Therefore, after spraying the wheels with TS-7, I brush-
painted just the spokes Tamiya acrylic X-11 Chrome 
Silver. I like to use acrylics vs. enamels in these situations 
as mistakes with acrylic paints are easier to remove using a 
tip of a moistened toothpick.

A while back I asked our inimitable editor and 
modeler John Goschke what he uses to mask those great 
scalloped paint jobs on his cars, and he told me he uses 3M 
Photographic Tape. I had to order it from Amazon as the local 
photo shops don’t carry it. At $24 for a 1-inch by 60-yard roll, 
it isn’t cheap, but it will last a long time. It can be cut into thin 
strips with scissors or a sharp X-Acto knife and used to mask 
curves. Also, given that it is black and has a texture to it, I 
used it on this model for the interior floor carpeting, as well 
as rubber bumper guards and rubber running-board strips. 

The model turned out so well that I entered it in 
the Northern Virginia Model Classic in Fairfax, where it 
placed second in a field of 18 entries in the Cars, Street/
Stock, 1/24-1/25 scale category. 

Saving that Messerschmitt for later was a good 
move! n

Mercedes Benz 540K continued from page 1



The model had a hole in the 
stomach presumably to let the 
printing powder out. I had to seal 
the hole with filler and blend it in. I 
painted with Tamiya paints as they 
cover the best with a thin coat. My 
underside is painted - don’t laugh - 
Japanese Army Gray. Its got a bit of 
green tint to it.

next up i painted light gray 
on the sides, face and tail and then 
painted German Panzer Gray on 
the top and put some stripes on the 
tail. I finished by adding black to the 
Panzer gray and painted the very top 
and splotched up the Panzer gray 
areas. I also put some shadowing 
around the mouth and eye sockets.

Since this is my test subject I 
thought I would add some color - with 
a sharpie marker! I used a red sharpie 
to make the male “mating colors” and 
then outlined them with a thin black 
line with another sharpie. 

i finished off my painting by 
creating a wash with light gray and 
using an old tooth brush I flicked some 
paint spots onto the back of the Panzer 
Gray / Darker Gray feathers. The eye 
detail is soft. I used a toothpick with 
Tamiya flesh to make the Eye and then 
a toothpick cut to a sharp point to dab 
the iris on with black. I finished with a 
wash of AK Black Enamel and then a 
overall drybrush with the IJA Gray to 
blend it all together.

The base was pretty simple. 
I started with a small rectangle of 
insulating foam. I then picked it apart 
until it resembled uneven ground. 
I then dug out a spot for the Dino 
foot. Next I added some Woodland 
Scenics dead tree limbs, a real rock 
and some clumped scrub brush. They 
come in nice little circles and can 
be easily glued down. I finished off 
by covering areas with white glue 
and sprinkling on some static grass. 
I used it to hide gaps in the brush, 
rock and tree limbs. I also covered 
the side and some areas along the 
top. I finished off by clear coating 
my stand, printing a 13pt font name 
for my dino and gluing it down and 
then attaching my small foam “forest” 
groundwork. 

The Albertosaurus fit right into its 
spot and is mounted with super glue. 

one final update. When I posted 
my pics online someone pointed out 
that grass had not evolved yet in 
the Cretaceous period – and he was 
right! The ground cover should be 
ferns & conifers. As he said, it would 
be accurate for Jurassic Park in 
1990. Well my next base will be more 
accurate... n

Albertosaurus continued from page 3

For More information visit 
http://www.shapeways.com/

For basic info about 3D 
printing visit 

http://www.3ders.org



Support the
local hobby Shops
ThAT SupporT our club

MAin line hobbieS
Plymouth Meeting Mall, Plymouth Meeting, PA
• Tel 610-834-1600
• 20% discount to DVSM members
• www.mainlinehobbies.com
• email: les@mainline hobbies.com
• Mon., Wed.-Sat.: 10 am - 9 pm Sun.: 11am - 6pm
 Closed Tuesday
• Sat.: 10 am - 5 pm • Sun.: 12 pm - 4 pm

bnb hobby & TrAin DepoT
10 West Camden Ave., Moorestown, NJ 08057
• Ph: 856-235-9055 •Fax: 856-235-9255
Offers 15% discount to DVSM members
email: bnbhobby@msn.com
• Tue. -Wed.: 6-9 pm • Thu.-Fri.: 12-9 pm
•Sat.: 11 am-7 pm •Sun. 11 am-3 pm
•Trains, Models, Crafts, R ockets R.C., Puzzles, Paints

new concepT iii
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
676 Stokes Road, Medford, NJ 08055
•609-953-0404
•Open 7 days a Week, •M-F 11-8, Sat 10-6, Sun noon-4
•Have thousands of kits dating back to the 1970’s

D & K hobbieS
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
116 Barclay Shopping Center, (Route 70 West), Cherry 
Hill, NJ 08034. 
• (856) 795-9005 • www.dkhobbys.com
• RC, Model Kits, Trains, Crafts, Collectibles and more
• Mon.-Fri 11 am - 8:pm • Sat., 10 am - 5 pm • Sun, Noon - 
4 pm. • Closed Wednesday

hobbyMASTerS, inc.
“New Jersey’s Most Complete Hobby Center”
62 White Street, Red Bank, New Jersey 07701
• Phone: 1-732-842-6020 • Fax: 1-732-747-3752
• Mon. - Thurs: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm • Friday, 10:00 am to 
8:00 pm • Saturday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm • Sunday, 12:00 
Noon to 5:00 pm
• Offers 10% discount to club members. (Show your club card)
Web: www.hobbymasters.com

z & z hobbieS, inc.
101 Sloan Avenue, Mercerville, New Jersey 08619
• Phone: (609) 586-2282 • Web: www. hobbiesnow.com
• Mon., Tues., Thurs.; 10 am to 6 pm
• Wed. & Fri.; 10:00 am to 7:00 pm• Sat.; 10 am to 5 pm
• Sun.; Noon to 4 pm.
10% discount to club members. (show your club card).

Join IPMS/USA 
why? The International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA, of 
which Delaware Valley Scale Modelers is a chapter, finances 
the insurance required for our monthly meetings and for model 
contests around the country, and offers a make and take pro-
gram for young modelers. Encourage the enjoyment of model-
ing in all its forms: aircraft, armor, cars, ships, fantasy, figures, 
military or civilian, beginner or advanced, join IPMS/USA! “By 
Modelers, For Modelers”

what do i give? Adult, 1 year: $30. Adult, 2 years: $58. 
Adult, 3 years: $86. Junior (under 18 years), $17. Family, 1 
year: $35 (adult + $5).

what do i get? A membership card with your IPMS number 
that entitles you to enter the IPMS/USA National Contest, plus 
the magazine, IPMS/USA Journal, six issues per year, featuring 
great models and building techniques, kit and book reviews, and 
activities, plus access to members-only content on ipmusa.org.

how? Clip and mail the coupon in the DVSM Newsletter or the 
IPMS/USA brochure, see our IPMS contact, Joe Vattilana, at the 
next DVSM meeting, or join online at ipmsusa.org. n


